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Independent Reading Log Chart


	BEFORE READING


	DURING READING
	AFTER READING

	Title 

Author 

Why I choose to read this book 

ANALYZING THE COVER:

What drew my attention or what sticks out the most regarding the cover

	AFTER READING THE FIRST CHAPTER:

· What is the author trying to do to me/make me feel?

· What is the author trying to say? 

· What is the story? 

· Who are these people and why should I care what happens to them? 

AFTER READING ONE-THREE CHAPTERS:

Predictions: Predict what will happen.  How will the characters evolve and/or change?  How will the message evolve or change?  How will the mood evolve or change?


	· Describe/explain the ending of the novel. 

· I really like/dislike this idea because… 

· I like/dislike the writing style because… 

· If I were writing this book I would’ve… 

· The point the author was trying to make was… 

· What was the most important part?


	CHARACTER
	SETTING
	PLOT DEVELOPMENT
	VOCABULARY
	LITERARY ELEMENTS

	*Who is/are the main character(s)? & Give detailed descriptions of the character(s). 

*Which character(s) do you like/dislike the most?  Why? 

*Select words the main character says that enable you to infer feelings, attitude, personality, and inner conflicts.  Explain how the words enable you to do so. (What words are “showing” as opposed to “telling”?)  

*This character reminds me of someone I know/myself because 

*I can really relate to this character because… 

*What would I do if I were _______________ in the novel in his/her situation? 

*A different way 

_______________ could’ve handled the situation is … 

*I think the relationship between __________ & _________ is interesting because… 

*How does the tone of voice you imagine for the character help you understand his/her mood/feelings? 

*Try to visualize the character’s expression and gestures.  What can you infer from these?

	*The setting is—time, place, season, etc.

*I think the setting is important because…

*The setting is very similar to/dissimilar to…
	*The central conflict is… and it is internal and/or external  

*Scene/situation/character 
is similar to ________ in (title of work) because 

*This scene is realistic/ unrealistic because…

*This situation reminds me of a similar situation in my own life because  

*I think _____________ will happen next because 

*I think ______________ is symbolic in this novel because 

*I don’t understand this part because 

*This part is humorous/sad/scary because
	*List and define vocabulary you are unsure of or curious about. 

*I am unsure of the word _________ 

*I think that the word _________ would make sense here because…

*The clues I see in the text that can help me define the word ___________ are…  
Activities 

*Make a 4-page booklet. Each page should be labeled nouns, verbs adjectives, and adverbs. Write the words on the appropriate pages.

*Create spelling games on the computer

*Use the definitions to make a crossword puzzle with the words.

*Make a picture dictionary of the words.

*Make a word search using the words.

*Write a paragraph using as many of the words as you can.


	*This is very descriptive because 

*The author uses similes here  

*The author uses metaphors here 

*Onomatopoeia is used here 

*This is an example of foreshadowing 

*This is an example of _________ in the novel


